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[cONTINUKD FROM FIRST PAOR.]
gTP9s and relorm ? There U, however, Mr
Chairman, one exception in this respect among
their ' lenders" The distinguished Senator from
Massachusetts [Mr. Webster] has undertaken to
show that hotn the measures and conduct of a

certain clavg, (meaning. I suppose, the Anti-Slaveryand Free-Soil men,) are highly prejudicial to
the interests of the slave and the cause of liberty
throughout the Union Ouc of the principal
charges which he prefers against us is, that we

make too broad a distinstion between right and
wrong Another is. that we are impatient men.
too impatient, a'.w >ys. to give heed to the admo-
nitiou of St. Paul, u that we are not to do evil
that good may come".too impatient to wait for
the slow progress of moral causes in the improve-
nient of tn tultind. Iu his bill of indictment he
has one other complaint It is Bald we deal with
morals as with mathematics, and that we think
what is right may he distinguished from what is
wrong with the precision of an algebraic equation.Well, Mr. Chairman, we do think the questionsof morals, when applied to freedom and slavery,are more clear than tiny question in algebra.
The former requires the slow prooess of reason,
the latter are self-evident.springing instantaneouslyfrom our moral consciousness Wonderful
charge! The Free Soil men may feel proud of
such allegations, coming from their most distinguishedpolitical opponents in this great controversy.But the time has been when the cause of
civil liberty was better understood, even by the
complainant himself. Let me read an extract
from his eloquent speech, delivered in Faneuil
Hall, August 2, 1826 in commemoration of the
lives and services of John Adams and Thomas
« «_ . o 1..' .» »«-.
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said. "True eloquence does not consist in
speech. # #**«
The graces taught in the schools, the costly ornamentsand studied contrivances of speech, shock
and disgust men, when their own lives and the
fate of their wives, their children, and their country,hang on the decision of the hour. Then words
have lost their power, rhetoric is vain, and elaborateoratory contemptible. Even genius itself then
feels r« baked au«l subdued as in the presence of
higher qualities. Then patriotism is eloquent.
then self-devotion is eloquent.ih> clear conception
outrunning the deductions of logic.the high purpose,the firm resolve, the dauntless spirit speaking on
the tongue, beaming from the eye, informing every
feature, and urging the rrhole man ontrnrd, right onward,to his ol/ject. This is eloquence; or, rather,
it is something greater and higher than all eloquence.
it is action.noble, sublime, godlike action."

These, Mr. Chairman, were the Free Soil principlesof John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and their
compatriots of 1776 ; they are the Free Soil principlesof 1850; they are not merely a theory witbI
oat action; they unite both with fraternal affection.thehighest principle of our nature; they

raeans to enjs.the d*li»erance.-of <xwt

couutry and our countrymen ffom oppression,
they practically acknowledge the great truth, that
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dwell on all the face of the earth. But, alas1 with
zomeof our public men how things have changed!
Ia 182G, the cause of liberty was clearer than
reason Now, it is ' fanaticism" to believe it
deducible from rtaton No wonder we have heard
the exclamations.1 Where am Jf" and " Where
shell Igot"

Sir, I have said this much in our own defence
against the charges of the Massachusetts Senator.
1 will now dismiss the subject by asking him a

question, if he will condescend to answer it. After
we have paid two hundred millions ot dollars to

ieipatriate the fice blacks of our country, abandonedthe VVilmot Proviso, and created four new
slave States from Tex .8, and expended all our
energies in c itching runaway slaves, how much
morul force will he left to remove the evils of slaveryand other public cr'uies that afflict our country7 This, I presume, can be solved with mathematicalprecision, if the more abstruse question
cannot, viz: the right a nuin has to himself. When
this is satisfactorily answered, we shall have more
coiiti lcncc in tho tiitslin^uitihed Senator ns an expounderof the Scriptures, not to nay an expounderfof the, Constitution, und a political guide in the
bffairs of State.
Mr. Chairman, there are aomc other political

creeds and rules brought forward here, concerningwhich I would like to any a word. I allude to
the doctrines promulgated by the gentleman from
New York, [Mr. Dot.a ] and the gentleman from
Pennsylvani i, [Mr Ron] The gentleman from
New York lays dowD a principle, in a speech that

I he recently delivered in this hall, that completelyannihilatig individuality by consigning the conscienceto the control of a majority in all questionsof right and wrong connected with the politicalaffairs of our country. Speakiug of our duties
under the extradition clause of our Constitution,he says:

S " I do not doubt, air, that there are good men strongly opposedto slavery, and ae strongly attached to the Union, and
who desire to discharge their obligations to Ood ai.d to man,
who are disturbed with scruples a- to their duties under the
petitions of the Constitution. There is something strongly
repuguaut to their feelings in tv e arrest and surrender of a
itlg tire, not fr m Justice, but from servitude. I reepect such
oriiutes. I thine, however that. Ihev have their origin partlyIn ao error as to the character of th> c institutional requisition,and psrtl) in a shallow philosophy, that confuses the
boundaries that separate the acts of which private conscience
is toe guide, froin those which fall within the province of
givernincut to direct. If governments be legitimate, theyhave their functions; and to laws passed in the exercise of
s icb functions, obedience is due This is a duty enjoined
upon n* equally by reason and Christianity. It is not a
harder thing ro surrender a fugitive slave, than to hang an
innocent man; yet, where toe question of guilt or innocence
has been determined iu accordance with the prescribed forma,
it is the duty of the sheriff to ex-cute the sentenceof the law.
Equally la it the duty of a soldier to tight in battle, without
subjecting to a preliminary review the Judgment of hie Governmentin declaring war. Otherwise, if every iod vidua!
were to tit in Jutgineut on the acta of his Government, and
to obey or disobey according to bis notions of * bat the law
ought to be, we should he exposed to anarchy at home, and

nn.lef. role.I lnln.1 f~.. .1 1 "

Sir, I look upon this kiml of sophistry as more
pernicious than the open advocacy of absolute

f despotism, it amounts to this You may commit
any crime, even murder itself\ if you only have the
majority's sanction to protect yon in it, under the
forms of lair f Sir, 1 wish to enter uiy most solemnprotest against this idea of committing our
consciences to the care of others. It is at variance
with religion and common sense. Christianity
inculcates our submission to wrongs inflicted, but
invariably forbids our inflicting wrongs upon
others, even should the civil law require it. The

J gentleman's philosphy reminds me of an annecdote
that was told of a slave who was seen walking in
the rain with his hat under his arm. Being accostedby s»me one who inquired why he did not
wear his hat on his head, he replied that his hat
was his own, but that his head was his master's
80 it is with this class of political philosophers.Their consciences.their very souls.belong to
their party, if their party be in power; otherwise
to the pnriy of their political opponents who h*ppento be in the ascendency! Under this rule,
our own Washington?, and Jscksons, and Jeft'ereons;the Mitchells and O'Briens of down-trodden
Ireland; the Kossuths and Ujhaiys of Hungary
would be stamped as counterfeits.for they only
submitted to that which was right, scouting the
Standard thus sought to he furnished for their
consciences! Sir, these are not the enlightened
sentiments of Christianity. They belong to the
ralioinn i.f tk- I « V.1

u short rxiract from their creed M Whoever
desires to be happy, must constantly endeavor
to conquer himself and become like the original
essence. To accomplish this, he must accustom
himself not to act, think, feel, or desire." Tbeir
directions on this head were summed up in this
precept liEnrleavor to annihilate thyself; for as
soon as thou ceasest to be thyself, thou becoraest
one with God, ar.d rcturnest into his being." With
politicians, whose allegiance is stronger to party
thati to correct principle, it should read thus:
" Thou Income*! one nith Ihi/ party, and rcturnest into
its Sir, shall we become mere automatons,
or shall we continue mm ?

I have dwelt longer than I intended upon this
sentiment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr
IH'er,] because, in this age of degenoracy, it is a
prevailing error that we have a licence to violate
the laws of God. in public life, which we have not
in private.as if onr political life could be separatedfrom our private, aud the one be set above the
other.

Let me now, Mr Chairman, advert to the Democraticcreed of 1814, advocated a few days since
by the g. ntleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ross ]It is briefly expressed in the sentimrpt that Congresshas no right to do indirectly what it has not
the power to do directly. Monstrous doctrine! It
reaches back into the dark ages. It is a regular
pro-slavery creed of the worst kind.jnst such a
sentiment. as is necessary to perpetuate slave institutions.It operates like this. While South Carolinahangs for stealing, and Louisiana for a mere
blow as ill the case of iho bIuvo O o»k..

must not repudiate nor disparage any such punishmentin the District of Columbia, i.oeoMing to
the gentleman's logic, because it will have a tendencyto reform the criminal jurisprudencrof these
two States, and thus do indirectly what it has not
Che power to do directly, in other words, we have
110 right to teach by example ! So of the slave
trade, gambling, or any other rice that uiay be
practiced in any of the States. It must not be suppressedhere, because it will have a tendency, indirectly,to abolish the same vice in the States!
This creed presupposes that we have no political
rights eicept what have been conferred hy the
Constitution, whereas the Constitution was formed
to prcta all the rights given us by Qod. Seeing,
then, that the Gi-utral Government, under this
creed, cannot tench by example, and yet, as we are

told, has a great mission abroad, I suppose it can
prooeed in no other way, except under the war

riwer. It comes to this, then that the greet
mission " assigued to us in the i egeneration of

the world, is to be fulfilled hy practioing iniquity
at home and aggression abroad I This certainly

would be doing what we have a right to do, Mdlrectijunder the war power, delegated to the GeneralGovernment in the Constitution of the United
States/' But doee ita directness make it right?

Sir, looking at these flimsy Arguments, aod the
very singular attitude of the old political parties,
who ctn wonder at this frank admission of the
gentlemau from Tennessee, [Mr. Ewtno ] a few
days since, in a speech delivered on this floor?
He sAid:
" It Is a matter of ittonUhment to me that the Whig* and

Demccrats, the member* of the true national partite, do not
perceive the danger of leaving three Territorial queotlous
open for another oanva.es btfore the people. It is a* oltar as
the noonday inn, that unlets this agitation shall be quieted
in some reasonable time hey v»ill both be ingul ed In the
ah} ss of abolitionism That |>arty is argrtssive in 1U char-
arter. new in ita organisation, ai d mating its baais apt*-
rently, on religion an 1 morality. The party questions which
formerly separated the two natiiral parties have nearly
spent their lorce. and. while in this dtmot allied condition,
the uew ariny of Free Soilism is thnn ertng on the flank or
either division The destiny of the old parties it certain,
utile t 'hey overturn the base of ab >lit;onism by an extlnc-
tion of th* mat*rial fr jib which it is formed."

Sir, I think the gentleman very frank and
truthful in this admission that they have exhaustedtheir old issues, and are now " demoralized."
The only real party issue that I have noticed duringthe whole session, has been the appointment
of committees to look after each other's past profligacyand extravagance, although they seem to
keep up a farcical line of division in name merely.
It is evident to every observaut mind, that in our

political affairs we are now in a state of transition.
The pressure of the age is forcing us into uew

positions. We are obliged to take sides on the
< t»nc nintiTo at

giv'u ^uwviuu ui ijuraiiuun. l ricj nivjrri 1 o vjr

MAN. No compromise measure, even should one

\ pass, can possibly prevent it I

classes of our political opponents in this controversyHaving noticed briefly the views of one
class, 1 will now say a few words of the other.
These gentlemen seem to be honest and bold, and
believe that slavery is a proper institution, not
incompatible with Christianity. This sentiment,
Mr. Chairman, in ray opinion, is a great error.

Bat, while I say this, I must confess that they
occupy raach more consistent ground than other
gentlemen, who have seats on this floor, who admitslavery to be wrong, and charge the sin upon
our Soutberu brethren, while they, at the same

time, offer to go into partnership with them under
a contract of compromise! Let me ask such gentlemenhow they expect to convince their opponentsthat they are wrong, when their own practicedenies their sincerity ? Mauy Southern gentlemenbelieve the principles they contend for are
right. Hence they refuse to compromise. Sir, I
admire their firmness. It is to the boldness of
this class, and to the firmness of the Free-Soilers,
the country is to look for deliverance. They possessindividuality und firmness.essential attributesfor the promotion of knowledge and civilization.This class of Southerners are fair and
honorable In discussing the matter in dispu'e.
They meat f.iirTy, in open debute. «od say, if
slavery ciddoi oenr tne test or reason ana argu:tnenf, let it fall.

tYv^V> tfiV* fearj . I MX

other day, in the Senate, while listening to one of
the Senators from Louisiana, [Mr. Soule ] who
remarked that he did not sty it would he a sufficientcau*e for the dissolution of the Union, if the
Wilmot Proviso should be adopted ; but, while
he believed it wrong, he thought it more honorableto meet the question boldly, rather than to
shrink from the contest by entering into a compromiseoj piincipU.a compromise full of ambiguityand difficulty itaeif; and, even should befall
in the struggle, he would fall oontending for his
rights and the honor of his State. that there
would be a moral grandeur in the resignation to
such a fate, far higher than a cooperation with the
measure then before the Senate.

Here, sir, are brought to view some of the highestattributes of the human mind, individuality of
character and integrity of purpose. The absence
of only one other cardinal principle, in my opinion,mars the syinniotry and perfection of characterdi-played in the position occupied by that
distinguished Senator. 1 look upon him, ami
many other Southern members of Congress, as I
do on Saul of Tarsus, while he was being educated
at the feet of Gamaliel. I hope to see them standinghereafter, as Paul, the great Apostle of the
Geniiles, after he finished his collegiate studies in
the third heavens. Their generous impulses and
frankness of character admirably qualify them to
become pioneers in the cause of civil liberty
throughout the world. This will be, after they
shall have made the discovery that God is no

respecter of persons, and that our highest enjoymentis found in seeking the elevation of the entirehuman race.
The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown]

thinks slavery a social and religious blessing.
The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Alston]
quotes Scripture, under the old and new dispensations,to prove it. All I have to say in reply to
his arguments is this: that even if the Jews did
moiutuiu slavery, you might now with tut much
propriety revive the law that required a person
to be stoned to death for picking up sticks on the
Sabbath day. As regards his quotation from
the New Testament, where Christ enjoined servantsto be obedient to their masters, (taking it
for granted, for Hrgumeut's sake, that these servantswere slaves,) it does not justify slavery any
more thun the injunction, "if you are struck on
one cheek, turn the other also," justifi'8 the offenderwho strikes you

Th<» iJiuf i nmiiuh <-,l Si.»rtnfnr frnm \f aaan^Vi 11 f a

[Mr. Wkbstkk] hits also volunteered with his
correspond cut, the late Commodore Stockton, to
submit scriptural arguments for the justification
of slavery. lie has given us what I consider a

technical argument, to show that the Christian
religion favors the continuance of slavery. He
teils us that," at the introduction of Christianity,
the Roman world was full of slaves; and I supposethere is to be found no injunction against
that relation between nmn and man in the teachingsof the Gospel of Christ, or of any of his
Apostles." Now, in reply to this, it is sufficient
to say, that this argument proves too much. It
would justify highway robbery, arson, anil t\ great
many other crimes not specifically forbidden by
Christ. He taught by inculcating great cardinal
principles, as such.Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you be no respecter of persons, and, as one of the Apostles has very laconicallysaid, the whole duty of man is expressed in
one word, viz: 11 Love thy mighhor as thyself." On
tliisgreat principle of benevolence, wc are assured,
hang the law and the prophets.
Commodore Stockton's argument, Mr. Chairman,you have doubtless read, as it has been publishedand furnished in pamphlet form to the

members of this House. The substance of it is
this That God has abandoned Africa; and the
slavo-trader, being more merciful, has stepped in
to give relief; since, on the whole, as he says, the
slave is better off here, safer, and happier, than he
would have been In his own country ! Again he
says We must not do evil that good may come ;
while, in the same treatise, he quotes the oonduct
of Joseph's brethren, in selling him into Egypt, to
justify slavery All I havo to say in relation to
this Commodorean sentiment is, that I think it
very bad theology. It may not be improper for
me, here, to remind the friends of this " peculiar
institution," by calling it a "religious institution,"'
you will be likely to defeat the passage of the bill,
now reported iu the Senate, " providing for the
arrest and rendition of fugitive slaves;" as Congresshas no power to return members of any religiouscommunion from one State to another or

pass any law supporting religious establishments,
in any respect whatever.

But, Mr. Chairm-tn, if this he religion, it must
be the religion of the heathen In fact, there Is
a striking resemblance. In obedience to the one

case, the iufaut inind is quenched by throwing
little children into the Ganges; in the other, the
mind is quenched in the turbid sea of slavery.
The Southern municipal laws fothid the educationof tbo slaves, while their physical strength
is carefully perfected, in order to a pecuniary
profit. Sir, let mc say, in all kiudness, to these
gentlemen, that I think this is a false religion.
a religion that leads down to the chambers of
death.

In discussing the subject of slavery, I have
thought we do not keep sufficiently in view the

v L » .AM...Ln
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of my honoruble friend from South Carolina,
[Mr. Okr.] and the remarks made, in the early
part of the neation, by the honorable geutlerunu
from Tennessee, [Mr Johnson.] warrant this conclusion.They have bath dwelt, with great emphasis,on the pecuniary advantages of this institution,both to the North and South, in the increasedproductions of labor, aud the mutual
advantages of truJe.that in a state ot slavery
we can acquire property faster than we can in a

state of freedom Now 1 am willing to admit
that the acquisition of wealth is proper The
Constitution protects it, but it should be regarded
as a means to an end. The highest object of a

good Government is tho moral and intellectual
development of the people it seeks to govern
Man has ever been thought the noblest work of
God hear the exclamation of the Poolmint, "He
is created but a little lower than the augels, and
crowned with glory, and honor,and immortality !"

What, sir, is man, under our own observation?
He is uo lt>as grand and powerful ns we see him
now. ilia genius is stamped on everythingaround us.in all the multiplied inventions and
disoovcrirs of the age. We see him riding uponthe wings of the wind,commanding the lightniug
to carry his messages across the oontinent. whicii
instantly obeys him! Not content with the
analysis of earth, he asceuds to other aystems,and dwells among the pianola. Resolved on still
higher researches, he travels onward to the flsed
stars, his mind expanding aa it goes upward I
What, then, must be the crime of dragging him
down from these sublime heights of progresn
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into elarery for life.and this for mere pecuniarygain ? Sir, you may take from him his wife, his
children, and friends, and pat handcuffs on his
wrists and fetters on his feet, and brand him as
jour property, after baring so classed him in
your statute hooks, in rlolation of the Constitution; yet he is still a man.he is etill our brother.

Mr. Chairman, can it be possible that the Congressof this great Republic is prepared to perrertits powers by forging chains for millions
yet unborn, by opening new fields and markets
for slarery ? God forbid that it should be so!
But if it is so to be, let me say to you all, Gentlemenof the House of Reprenentatires of this
American Congres-, be not deceived. God is not
to be mocked If we sow to the storm of cruelty
and oppression, we must reap the whirlwind of
woe and tribulation But. sir. I am dwellinirtoo
lung on these interesting topics. I must pass on.

It has been stated on this floor, by an honorablegentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Gree.s,) that
our Government was founded in slavery. He
says, " my purpose is not to add fuel to the
flames th it already threaten to envelop us in one

general conflagration." I wish to say, sir, for the
relief of this gentleman s fears, who thinks the
Republic is about to be reduced to ashes, that he
must have made a mistake in his reading.tb^t
he has taken the history of the Barbary States
for that of the United States. The former, I
believe, were founded in slavery; and, in the
progress of their piratioal warfare,they captured
our American seamen in the Mediterranean, and
sold them as slaves. But there is one fact which
he ought to remember, and that is, that slavery
wasnotJhen considered a religious institution.
If it had been, we should have thought theenYwtiweenthe
fleets ol' Decatur and Haramadi, which settled
this matter, a Btrange sort of " communion."
One other incident it would be well for us to re*
member. In the adjustment of that difficulty,
full liberty was restored to the slaves, and,
instead of slaveholders being rewarded for their
crimes, they were compelled to make compensationfor past injuries, and to give a bond for their
good behaviour in the future.

I will now, Mr. Chairman, pass to a considers-
tion of the Constitution as relating to this subjeot.It w«s well said, the other day, by the
great champion of the Constitution in the othpr
end of the Capitol, that this instrument made no

provision for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and
the eitradition clause provides only for apprenticesand minors bound to service or labor. We
are, therefore, obliged to go out of the literal
construction of the Constitution into an equity
view in order to reach the slave. What, then, is
equity in relation to all the parties conoerned ?
In order to answer this question, we must look at
the circumstances that surrounded this whole
controversy at the time the Convention was actingon this subject. In doing so, we find, as the
Senator referred to [Mr. Webster] further
stated, that the.Southera Sut^were pnti-slavery
in tendency", mfa efifeouragiDg emancipation as
fast as it was deemed practicable The relation,
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guvfg, was oonnidpred in the light of gnarittnu
and minor, and the slaves were encouraged to
hope that they would be permitted to enter a conditionof freedom ns soon as they could be fitted
to enjoy it. It was thought proper that slaves,
under such circumstanc.s, thould be returned lo
their legitimate guardians or m isters. To supposeany other constitutional view of the relation
«f servant and master, at that day, would be to
convict James Madison, and the other illustrious
Free-Soilers of '76, of hypocri«y in refusing to
let any word implying property in man go into
the Constitution !

But how stands the case now ? Most of the
slave States have changed their character and
purpose on this subject. Instead of seeking to
ameliorate the condition of this unfortunate race,
they have passed laws that doom them to perpct-
ual ignorance as well as bondage, as the followingextiact will show
" Any free persona who shall hereafter teach, or ettempt

to teach, any slave within this State to read or write, (tie
ti e of fl({tire» exa«pted,) or ahall »ive or sell to anch ilave,
or alavea, any hooka or pamphlets, shall be liable to Indict
ment In any oonrt f record in this State having Jurtsdle-
tion thereof, ami shall he fined, imprisoned, or whipped at
the dtecref ion of the 0<>ait, not exceeding thbt., iilno la'hen.".VideReritnl Stutulen of Sorth Carolina, lf30

Simitar laws will be found in most of the slave
States.

It is a curious fact, worthy of remark in this
Christian age, that St. Paul received precisely
the sime penalty in his day for the very same
crime.that is, for assisting to develop that intellectwhich God had given his children.
The relation this Government bears to this

subject may he still further illustrated by the
fugitive clause in the Constitution providing for
the delivery of criminals Weeing from justice.
This clause, sir, you are aware, is similar to the
one of which 1 have been speaking. It imposes
the same obligation on the Federal Government
to deliver fugitives from justice; yet we should
understand there is some limitation to the exerciseof this power. Suppose some one of the States
should establish by law a certain kind of religion,
(as the Constitution only reetrains the General
Government on this subject,) and make its violationa State's prison offence, would Congress be
bound to aid in returning a fugitive from such a
law? Certainly not, although all such proceed-
ings might not in the leant conflict with the strict
letter of the Constitution.
The true construction of law ia to be found

in this maxim " The reasonableness of the law
is the soul of the law." This is equally as good a
rule for our guide in legislation as in jurisprudence.If, then, some of the States have pervertedtheir prerogatives of government, it is no
reason why the Federal Government should
assist the States in the exercise of so gross a perversionof power, i.s that which thus seeks to blot
out the intellect of a whole race, to the turning
of men info brutts, and thereby robbing itself of
its chief element of power.tho intelligence of
the masses!
We should always bear in mind that the object

of nit good government is to protect the weak
against the invasion of the strong It was so
understood by the Convention. Hence the preamble' We, the people of the Uuitcd States, in
order to form a more perfect union, establish justice,provide for the common defence, promote the
genetal welfare," &c

Hut a constitutional argument is sometimes
claimed in support of slavery, from the clause
fixing the basis of representation in Congress, as
well as from the clause authorizing Congress to
suppress insurrections.
The clause that cuts ofF two fifths of the populationin every State, so far as its people are kept

in ignorance and slavery, is an argument itself
against slavery. The other clause touching insurrectionsis equally applicable to free as well
as slave States The Constitution, in order to be
pro-slavery, should hold the Federal Government
responsible to do some Bet in support of slavery.It is not sufficient that it oocupy a negative position.Hut, sir, let us pass to a rapid view of the
one only remaining clause claimed as supportingsi ivory. 1 refer to the one withholding jurisdictionfrom the Federal Government over the foreignslave trade for the term oftweutv vears
The compromise* of (hat instrument have been

greatly misunderstood. It whs a compromise as
to jurisdiction rather than of principle. We have
been laboring under the mistakes of a false educationon this subject. The argument attempted bythe gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toombs,] as
also by the gentleman from Kentuekey, [MrMorehfhd | like the quotation from Scripture bythe distinguished Senator fiom Mussachmetts,
[Mr. Wkbstk*,] to which 1 have already alluded,proves too much, as the lawyers sometimes
s»y of witnesses The argument that wonld hold
the General Government responsible for the continuanceof the foreign slave trade, at a time when
the power to control it had not yet been surrenderedto it hy the States, would hold the Governmentequally responsible for the extsteuce of highwayrobbery, or any other crime which any State
might see fit totolrratewhileclalmingjurlFdiotion.Just as rightfully could the United States and
England he severally held responsible for peculiar
internal regulations of each other, which had not
been made subjects of conventional agreement.
Now, had the several original States, parties to the
constitutional compact, given up to the Confederationthe control of the foreign slave trade, and
then had tho Confederation deliberately assented
to the continuance of the slave t«*,ide tor twenty
yeats, the case would have been vastly altered,
and then the responsibility would have been
clearly upon the General Government. So it
would have heon responsible, had the traffic been
iiiirtamu uysr uir « mmiii'iuuii ut ur i w vili y )THr.1
over which juristicLion had been retained by the
States, but we see that, the moment the Federal
Government possessed the power of oontrOl, it
nbolished it; anil it did so with an emphasis, hy
declaring it piracy, and punishing it accordingly I
ant, therefore, clearly of opinion that the Constitutionof the United States is an anti-slavery and
uot a pro-slavery instrument.
What, then, Mr. Chairman, ought we to do 7

Why. sir, report the bill of my colleague, (Mr.
Dorr,] providing for the admission of California,
without delay, and then put it upon ita immediate
passage. We ought at onoe to establish territorialGovernments in New Mexico and Utah, and ordera divorce of the F<deral Government from the
support of slavery. Sir, when I reflect upon the
hardships and sufferings of the early pioneers of
Calitornia.ou the intelligence and enterprise of
her people.on the liberal and enlightened constitutionshe has formed, with its prohibition of slavery,and the adoption of the Homestead Exemption.andthe heaitatioo and delay of Congress to

recognise In her the great Amerioan principle of
aetf-government, I am ashamed of my oountry 1

Sir, If Congress properly appreciated the vast
contequenoes oonnected with this Important event.
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which marks an era in the history of this continent,it would pase the bill of admission at onoe,
and take a reeeae that we might have a day of jubileeover the literal fulfilment of the prophecy
that a nation should be born in a day, and that,
on the shores of the great Pacific, where darkneashas had universal sway for centuries past,
and where the vast wilderness which connects her
with us is beginoiog to bud and blossom at the
rapid spread of political knowledge. This is a

tremendous leap of that civilisation which will
soon roach the islands of the sea, an I the vast
expanse ^if the eastern continent. We have
only to oall to mind the fact that the experiment
of ocean steam navigation has proved so successful,in connection wiih American enterprise, to
warrant the belief that there will soon be hundreds
of steamers running on the Pacific, connecting the
commerce of Australia, Prkin, and Nankin, with
that of our own rich valley of the Sacramento,
We have already twelve or fifteen steamers run-

mug between Paoima and Sin FrauciBco. We
should bear in mind, too, that the Pacific is admi-
rably adapted to this kind of navigation. Sir, it
seems to me that none of us can contemplate this
sublime picture of enterprise rearing a great State
west of the Rocky Mountains, without feelings of
pride that its founders were Americans. Neither
c in we be unmindful of the highly important so-

cial, political, and commercial advantages growing
out of this state of things, all tending to promote
the best interests of mankind. Shall we, then.re!r.ioo I" T.I - : in ii:..nl1.Ci.|.
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as she does, all the attributes of a pre it and gloriousRepablic?.a State that has sprung into
being with a magic genius and beauty far surpassingVenus herself, as she sprung from the fiwm of
fjbe sea. Thepj Ik/ un velvre her to our hath of)
legislation! Let us welcome ber to an equal participationin our commerce, and all the blessings
of our Federal Union ! Let us receive her as she
is, that she may become one of the brightest gems
in the casket of the Confederacy.
The time is not far distant, when there will be

a long train of States extending from Missouri to
California, uniting together, by a great railway,
the Mississippi with the gold-filtering rivers that
roll into the Bay of San Francisco. Sir, in view
of these grand results, it would seem that our patriotismand our national pride would stimulate us

to receive to our embrace this generous and noble
State. Let, then, the bill be forthwith and joyfullypassed!
Mr. Chairman, the future destiny of New Mexicoand Utah shall be alike glorious with California,if they share the parental care and kindness

of this Government. The one may be made instrumentalin the redemption of our red brethren
of the Northwtst, while the other shall fix on

Mexico, and all South America, the imprint of
our institutions W hat a grand scene to contemIplate 1 This whole continent swarming with
republics, united in one great Confederation of
States. '

We all know that New Mexico is tww in a

perilious condition.that she is exposed to the
ruthless hand of barbarism on one side, and an

"
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by fasteniug upon her a cancerous ulcer that shall
gnaw to her very vitals. Sir, we have only to
advert to the history of the wrongs inflicted on
New Mexico, to havo our sympathy and most profoundsense ofjustice deeply excited in her favor.
What pledges did we make to her at the commencementof the Mexican war? We told her
that our object was to secure to her, more fully,
the blessings of liberty, and a higher civilization
On her first application to the American Senate,
how shamefully was she repulsed? She had re-
cetveJ our promises in good faith, and had petitioned,in the most respectful manner, for the
organization of a Territorial Government, instead
of the one we had wrested from her. In this petitionshe prayed that all her cit-zens might be
protected against slavery. How was she received
by some of our oldest Senators? Sir, she was repulsedand insulted with offensive language, and,
to this hour, she has been unable even to secure a

favorable hearing of the President. She comes,
now, to the House of Representatives, (the popular
branch of our National Legislature.) and demands
that our pledges be redeemed. If we continue to refuse,under all these circumstanoes, to do justice
to New Mexico and Utah, let us cease to call
ourselves Republicans. Sir, the idea is monstrous.thatour faith to New Mexico and Utah
shall be violated.

I know that some of our greit statesmen say
that the Wilmot Proviso, in connection with these
territories, is an idle abstraction. 1 look upon the
Proviso as neither more nor less than one of the
cardinal principlesof the Declaration of Independ-
enee; hence it is proper to be urged in the organ- ,

iration of civil Government everywhere. The de-
termined opposition to it is the best proof of its
necessity. I
We are as much opposed to Mexican and

American slavery oa to African slavery. Hence
we go for protection to all As regards our sovereigntyover these territories, it seems to me that
there can be no doubt. One of two things is certaineither Congress or tho territories possess
the sovereignty. If the latter, they have a right
to keep off our jurisdiction altogether. They can

join any other power, if they choose. I have
never been able to see the force of the argument
that seeks to mako a distinction between a propertyand r political right, where wo purchased
both from Mcxioo. We certainly could uot
maintain « property right in the absence of a

political one. Neither can I see, as some have
argued, that the idea of sovereignty over the territoriesexisting in Congross conflicts with the

, f If I -,.1.,
.U.I.I J, U1 IKHHU.WUUICUV, I u®.cationexisting between the General GoTernment
nml the territories, the same as that of parent and
child. There is a proper time when the territory
shall pn'.H (he line of minority, just as in the ease
of the child, and be entitled to self-government.
If you carry the principles of self-government as
far as some, a handful of people, unprincipled in
ch«racter, might step in and carry on a piratical
sovereignty incompatible with the true interests
of the country. In every view of this subject, then,
it seems to mo that imperative duty requires
that we should immediately organize such Govern
ments in those territories as will protect all tho
citizens thereof. I mean in that term to include
all, without regard to race or color. My sense of
justioe and of rightsUlows none of those narrow
distinctions contended for by so many around me.

I pass now, Mr. Chairman, to another kindred
topic. I allude to the question of the abolition of
slavery in this District. Shall this Congress shrink
from its duty, because a lash is held over it? Has
it no self-respect 7 Has it none of the attributes
of a free and enlightened Government to reflect,
by example, upon other nations? Sir. slavery
should not be allowed to breathe here another
hour. It should bo abolished, at whatever coat.
Having once ridden the District of this stigma, we
ought to educate oil, protect the people with a
homestead exemption law. enfranchise its citizens,
establish a District Legislature, and give the peoplea Delegate in Congress, instead of having the
legislative wants of the District remain "everybody'sbusiness," as at present. They would he
discharged in a more intelligent and efficient mannerby those who know their own wants If good
government should be maintained anywhere, it.
by all means, ought to be here. The government
of this District should be a perfect model, and a

fitting illustration of the very principle of selfgovernment.Here the diplomatic agents of foreignGovernments get their views of the practical
workings of our republican institutions.
"This would be well enough," says one, ' but

I have my fears thatsuoh a measure would be unconstitutional.'' Mr. Chairman, this word " unconstitutional" has become about as much of a
scarecrow as the words "fanaticism'' and "dissolution."I was amused, the other d«y, with the
debate on the Census bill. It was thought, by some

gentlemen, to be " unconstitutional" for the marshal,in taking the census, to gather up informationas to the business resources and thp pecuniaryinterests of the country. Why, sir, the UnitedStates marshal in this District may be authorizedto take a man's wife and children, and
even the man himself, (if he cannot prove that
some slaveholder lias said he might go free.) and
put them in prison, aud sell them, for jail fees,
into slavery for life! We have other laws ainctionedhero by Congress, that operate in thia
wise. If you take a man'* cloak without leave,
you are imprisoned for thott; but if the cloak has
a mnn in it, and you take the man ;.nJ the cloak
both it is not considered any crime! The kidnappingof the man sanctifies the taking of the
cloak !

But our President*, too, are much inclined to
indulge in these nice c institutional scruples Mr.
Polk had his In regard to the General Governmentimproving our harbors, but be had no doubt
aoout ine propriety or exploring me ue-iu oea 1

So of General Taylor. In his annual message he t
recommends Congroan to use its beat endeavors to t

elevate the colored people In theS.ujdwich Islands i
I suppose he must have had bis constitutional a
rempies in regard to conferring the same benefits 1

on his own oountrymen who are in a similar con- c

dition at hone.yea, In this-eery District.as his t
message was silent on the subject. What strain- »

ing at gnats and swallowing of camels! The gen- t
tlemsn from Gcorgis, [Mr.BTceuiPts,] a few days j
since, when opposing the Census bill, because It 1
sought other Information than the enumeration of c
the people, remarked, in a very eloquent speech, t
that this Government had a great mission to ful- s
fill. Well, sir, I belleva an, too; but itianot to I
l>e fulfilled through his interpret itiou of the Con- t
stitution, nor through the creed introduced by p
tho gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr Ross] b
which denies the right of ihe Federal Govern- o
meut to teach by example. Sir, If ever we intend II
to fulfill this grant miaaion, we must throw off o
those twaddling elothaa of bigotry, of cruelty and ii
oppression, take onr proper position in tha family tl
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Iof nations, and give a hearty support to every

great measure of reform. It will hardly do for
us to hesitate six mouths about admitting a democraticState into our politioal oompmniOD, hecauat
she has a republican constitution.a constitution
more intelligent and humane than our own miserablesystem of legislation for this District, where
we hare sole jurisdiction. Sir. can we not learn
a profitable lesson from St. Paul, who said, w when
he was a child, he spoke as a child, he thought as

a child. But when he became a man, he put away
childish things." Would it not be well for 'is to

imitate his glorious example, by putting away our

childish things, asserting our manhood, and enteringupon the discharge of all the high trusts
assigned us I

But, sir, after all the absurdities of which I
have been speaking are exploded, the great Father
of Compromises comes forward with his peculiar
system of moral ethics. After admitting, in his
New Orleans letter, that slavery is a piratical war

against the rights of man. he has at empted to
show that this Government should be prostituted
for its continuance in the District of Columbia

In the letter referred to, he said:
" An argument, In support of reducing 'be African race

to slavery la sometimes derived from their elicited Intel
lectual inferiority to tb« whits but, if this argument
be founded in f*et,<a* it may be, but wh.eh I shall uot now
examineJ It WoulJ prove entirely too much It would prore
thai any whit* notion, which h ul mud* greater uil-~ancri in
civilization, knowledge, and v iidorn, ihnn (mother whit*
na'ion, would hare a r>gh to reduce the latter to a 'lotr of
bondage. Nay further: if the irlucipie of eubjuya.ioii
founded upon intellectual superiority be trie, and be applicableto races and to nations, zchut it to prevent tit being
upplied to individuate I And tbsn tbs wisest n an in the
world would bare a rifht t> make slaves of all tbs rest of
mankind
" If, indeed, w* p-nrnem this intellectual superior! r r nro-

boe.-uiy vu*»*aitil co tutu wno n*» oeatowr * it,
re "ijht to fulfill ail the obligations and tfu(le« wft'cfl it
imposes; end these would rejuirt us not to sub/ugut* or
drat unjustly by our ftlioxo rr.rn who are lest Nvt tliun we
are, but to instruct, to improre, and to enl'ghten them "

Sublime sentiments, embracing the principles
or truth and of justice, of hope and immortality
These are sentiments for which the Apostles and
the loDg line of martyrs suffered and died.sentiments,for the emodiment of whioh, the fathers of
the Revolution pledged their Hves, their property,
and sacred honor, in the support of a seven years'
war, which threw off the yoke of despotism. Yet,
strange as it may seem, the author proposes now
to sacrifice theui all on the altar of slavery I Yes.
sir, these sentiments we are now called u[on, in
this great struggle. " to compromise," to throw
away as an idle abstraction.sentiments embracing,
as they do, nothing leas than a sense of obligation
to God and to our brother. Hence the argument
of the honorable Senator, who said, when urging
the North to moke these sacrifices, " 1 might ask
of you larger and more expansive concessions
than from the slave States? And why ? You are
numerically more powerful than the slave States.
You arepn point of numbers, greater; and greatnessand magnanimrty should ever be allied together."
Mr. Chairman, in order to see more clearly the

nature of tlaa greatiwa aid magunewHy Jet us
call to mind the oase of William Box Brown, who
hud so great a loip/nr/jreedaw «s to consent to .he. J.
put few w\*ri\Y?^ .e*t tong, two ana a nail Tv*t ywide, and two feet deep, and in this confined and
distressing condition to be conveyed us a package
of goods from Richmond to Philadelphia.a part
cf the time with his head downwards. Here, sir,
was one of onr own countrymen, free from any
charge of crime, and yet he was obliged to pass
through tie very metropolis of the Republic,
which boasts of its liberty and equality, as a bale
of merchandise! Shame, shame on the Republic!
Take another illustration of this kind of greatness
and magnanimity.I mean our violation of the
Bag of truce in the capture of the bold and chivalrousOsceola, once already referred to, who was

defending bis wife, his children, and his countrymen,from outrage and insult in the slavery-supportingFlorida war. Sir, if this be the "greatnessand magnanimity" asked for, I pray that our

country may be less distinguished for such greatnessand magnanimity hereafter.
But, sir, this Compromise measure, that seeks to

identify the Federal Government with slavery by
its continuance in the District of Columbia, reversesthe generally-acknowledged system of jurisprudencethroughout the civili* *1 world. While
the strict letter of the Constitution, which is just
snd good, protects the rights of every person
wherever the General Government has full jurisdiction,it is urged that we should go into a court
of equity to do a wroDg, when we have the power
to do right. We are told, in effect, that we are
un ler a moral obligation to do wrong. Strange
philosophy, which imposes upon us a greater obligationto do wrong than to do right I Sir, it is
the roost absurd solecism imaginable1 U is unworthyof the mind that conceived, and of the
lips that uttered it.
Now, a word farther in relation to the declarationin Mr. Clay's New Orleans letter, that the

colored people huve as good a right to enslave us

as we to enslave them. Suppose some of the
members of this House, who have aonsand daughters,should have them forcibly taken and sold
info «tnvi>rv would fhpe I nslr n era in he willinor
to "compromise" with it people that would commitsuch an outrage on their families, by consentingthat a part should remain in slavery, on conditionthat the othi rs should be restored ? No, sir,
no! They would revolt at the idea. And yet these
are fair deductions from the premises laid down in
the letter to which I have referred.this is the
gross inconsistency of this reoent appeal to our
" magnanimity !" No, Mr.Chairman, we must not
" compromise" Truth 1 We must not do evil that
good may come We should rather imitate the
noble Kossuth, who, when required by the Sultan
to " compromise"' his sentiments, replied, u My
answer dots not admit of hesitation. Between death
and shame, the choice, can wither he dubious nor difficultSir, this is the only safe rule by which to

square our conduct at all times and tinder all circumstances
But, hear what our own immortal Jefferson

said ou this point
" tVith trkat execration should the statesman be branded,

" ho, permitting one half of the ci itens thus to trumple on
the rights of the other, transforms those into de pots, and
these mto enemies.destroys the morals of the one pertrind the lore of country qf the other."

Why, sir, in oertain localities, we have pro-
claimed slavery to be piracy. Is it any less sinful
une i i_ci me reaa an extract irom a speecn ueliveredby a slaveholder, in the recent Convention
of Kentucky.1 mean the Hon. Mr. Turner

' The whole civllited world hii turned iti hack n the
Afrioan Wave trade; even Portugal ia uow coining into rlvlllaationand < briatianlty upon thin subject, If I may be
allowed the eipreeaion; ahels placing herae f by the aide
if Kngixnd, an t of trance, and of all the enlightened nationsof the earth, And irhut it the e in the Aft nun «/.ire
bade that tl worte than to go in/a another State, ami to
Wing 'laresf*om theme, tearing motherj /rot/1 their chiliren,separating husbands from their irirtt, without any
jftei e charget again itthem ; driring them ulo gin chums,
is if they \rere beasts of prey t Is it Dot a scene that no
mar:, unles* he is determined lo engage in this traffic, can
ook upoa without feelings deep and powerful J "

Sir, eo long as we render such national facilities
for upholding this traffic, by keeping, within sight
f this very Capitol, a jail, and authorizing the
United States marshal to keep slaves for slave
raders, at the rate of thirty-four cents a day, and
sven keep our own citizens confined in this same
prison for acts of humanity towards those thus
rented, Hod that in violation of the clause of the
Constitution which expressly declares that no man
ihall be deprived of this liberty, unless he shall be
guilty of crime, so long may we expect to be a byvordaud a hissing throughout the world. We
lympathizc with the Roman and Hungarian patri>te,while condemning our own cltisens for the same
loble deeds I Sir, who are the K«ssuths, and who
.he Austrian*, in the contest to which I have referred? Sayers and Drayton are now incarcerated
or reoeiving on board the Pearl those who had a

right, guarantied them by the Constitution, to go
ind come at their pleasure. Sir, I have visited
these our afflicted countrymen in prison,and given
them strong assurances that the people sympathise
with them in their affliction.that hundreds of petitionsare constantly being sent to Congress for
their relief. I told them that the time w.is near at
hand when the Government would be wrested from
those who now violate the Constitution of their
oountry, And be placed under the oontrol of such
ts would wield it for the proteotion of a/1 its citi-
t"nn 10 ine itni eiient or our f eaerai jurisdiction
Fh in, sir, must roue before the true mission of this
Union is fulfilled, end before weshsll be recognised
is consistent republic by all enlightened nations

But, Mr. Chairman, among the various classes
)f measures, directly and indirectly involved in
he present controversy, to which I have alluded
in the course of my remarks, I have but slightly
ouched upon a very interesting topic, now occupyinga large share of public attention, and which
ustly deserves more extended notice. I refer to
he highly important subject of Lan<l R*/o*m. 1
ook upon the series of measures of relief, a-lvo:ate<lby the friends of this movement, as broader
n their application, moro efficient in their operaion,and more glorious in their results, than any
iystern or creed heretofore presented to the Amer
can people. They not only maintain the univer-
tal right of man to life and liberty, but they h «ve
videned this principle into a more expansive view
>f the social and political duties and reepons^bili-ies of men.hriuging, at the same time, in a con-

picuou* manner to the public eye, the legitimate
ueans designed by Go 1 for the preservation and
>erp*tuatioo of the richest of Heaven's blessings,rhe doctrines of this intelligent and earnest clnas
if reformers, vis: the freedom of the publio lands
0 aotuftl laniltm scttl'Tt, land limitation, and home-
tend exemption, present, to use the figure of the
ate distinguished Senator from South Carolina,lie only true law of "equilibrium" possible in our
lolitioal structure of Government It doea not
lanoe, like the grist of the deacon, tha meal in

ne and of the bag and a stone in the other; nor
ike Mr. Calhoun'* view, with slavery in on* aide
f the eoaie and liberty in the other It is rather
1 harmony with the Great Unoriginated Mind.
a* Universal Father.who looks npon all his

children, without reference to condition, with the
tenderest emotion. Sir, the Qerrit Smiths, the
Evanses, the Van Amringen, and their generous
associates, hare already more than realised the
most ardent hopes of their friends, in enlightening
and correcting public sentiment on this subject.
They should not only be appreciated as friends of
the landless poor in onrotrn country, but as benefactorsof all mankind. A great nnmber of the
States have^ as I havealrgady remarked, embraced
these humane principles, and passed laws which
secure to their citizens, in all viciusitudes, a home
to shelter them, and to protect them from the
grasp of the merciless creditor.

But, sir, these are but drops before a more plentiful3hower, whtn compared with the vast and
indescribable blessings that are yet to flow from a

more extended application of these principles. We
hare but to look at these facts to get some idea of
the rich legacy God has in store for his landless
poor, both of this and the other side of the Atl&n-
tic, viz: the fifteen hundred millions of acres of
public lands lying between this and the
Pacific ocean. I find no little consolation in the
hope that these expansive acres will yet present
an outlet, as well as an aid, to the disenthralmeot
of the millions of Lacklamlrrs whose starring
groans come to us upon every bfPtze, as it wafts
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gay. Come, and welcome !
Mr. Chairman, I fear this sentiment will not

meet a response from some gentlemen who occupy
setts on this floor.few in number, thank Heaven,
they are.who would base narrow distinctions on
the mere accident of birthplace. But I know no
such feeling. 1 hail every man of every clime as

ray bsother, and as equally entitled to share God's
cmsfwm <xruaiy, ttpnnrA vut ma common w't). Bot,
sir. notwithstanding these tneaevtva eK rnVrta are
fast winning the hearts of the people, we are'told,
by some of our Southern friends, that they are

Utopian and chimerical, tending to anarchy and
irreligion, closely allied in principle with that
odious proviso, which we are told, if applied to
the Territories, will necessaiily oblige the slave
States to withdraw from the Union, and, for the
protection of their slave property, to establish a
Southern Confederacy. Sir, let me, in passing,
ask our Mends, who entertain these views, what
advantage would result from such a step, even
were it mntually agreed upon ? Yon ore all free
traders, and therefore you would certainly not
object, in such an event, to a reciprocity of tmde
with the States left behind, and also to postal arrangements.We would be agreed in preventing
the establishment of any monarchical governments
on this continent. Well, then, what are you to
gain? Would not the new relation be just about
the same that exists now? You are already independentStates, excepting jurisdiction over specifiedsubjects, which I have just named, including,
in addition, a few incidental powers. The only
effect of this course, in my opinion, wonld be to
hasten forced, instead of voluntary emancipation,
in the slave States themselves 1 am. for this and
other important opposed to a separation
of these 8tafes. ,

.Mr. Chair**""* it i»*v- /V"-- nations
us wen as 01 individuals,*to shake bands with afl
the world, approving what is right, and in a respectfulmanner condemning what is wrong not
cut off a part of the human family from diplomatic
and social relitions, as the Senate's Austrian resolutionsproposed.relations that should ever he
ranked among the most efficient means for the
civilization of the world. We ought not to be
destructive, hut restorative in nnr movements

Our object should be to improve each other. If
the free States are deluded, and under the darkneasof superstition, the South should seek to enlightenthem S« of the slave States. If they err,
the North should seek to do them a like favor.
Why not, then, remain together, and let "agitation"go on? Let me, then, exhort our more
timid brethren throughout the Union not to be
alarmed, even should the Southern Convention
seek to dissolve the Union. I had much rather
see such a step as that taken than stagnation ! A
head wind is ever better than a calm. The physician,whose medicines produce no effect, is a

quack. Besides, should such a rash measure as
dissolution be resolved upon, the effect would be
the call of another convention.one more prudent
and wise, and which would suggest more effective
means for the protection of the slave States. And
here I would take occasion, Mr. Chairman, to say
to those who are endeavoring to throw odium and
ridicule upon the Nashville Convention, You are

doing great injustice. 8ir, while I see the tendencyof the age in the diffusion of anti-slavery principleseverywhere, my great surprise is, that the
slave States are not more alarmed ! Look at the
rapid spread of these principles since the Mexican
war. And here let me remind our Southern friends
of what the far-seeing Calhoun thought ofthiswar,
when he said that Mexico was to us " forbidden
fruit." and that " the nenaltv of eatinor it would
be to subject our institutions to political death
Mr Calhoun, in my opinion, never expressed
more truth in so few wm-ds. The present controversyproves it. Mr. Jefferson, too, I believe, sow
this as distinctly with his prophetic eye, when he
used the following familiar language
" t an the liberties of a nation be thought aeenro when we

bare removed th-lr only firm haela T - a conviction on the
mind* of the people that the** lib»rtle* are the gift of Ond!
that they are not to he violated bnt with hit wrath' Indeed,
I tremb'e for my country when I reflect that tiod la ju*t; that
his justice e>niiot sleep forever; that the Almighty baa no
attribute that oan take aides with us in such a contest."

Sir, let me say, in all kindness to our Southern
friends, if the view taken by Mr. Jefferson and
Mr. Calhoun be correct, and they refuse to adopt
wise measures to arrest the growing evils of slavery,there is a point of time, whioh they or their
children must reach, that will be truly appalling I
Their nnxiety then will not be concerning their
sixteen hundred millions of dollars of property in
God's image, but it will be for their wutw and
thihlrm1 Then will be realized the graphic
picture of the distinguished Senator from Kentucky,[Mr. Clay,] which is not too highly drawn.
Fie says:
" Behold, Mr. President, that dwelllng-hon«* now wraptin lUmu I 1.1'ten, *ir, to the rafter* and beam*, which fall

In iiicceaxion. amid the crash ; and the flame* ascending
higher, and higher, as they tumble down Behold tboce
women an I children, who are Hying from the oalamitoiii
scene, and with their shriek* and lamentation* imploringthe aid of high Heaven! Whose wivea and chlldreu are
they'f * * * In the one scale, then, we behold sentiment,sentiment, seutiment. alone In the other, property,the * cial fabric, life, and all that makes life Ueairable and
happy."
These object", in the mind of the Senator,seem

to be certain results, unless he shall succeed in
arresting the tendency of the spirit of the age to
universal liberty. That his arm will prove impotentfor this, I feel sure. 1 hope, therefore, to
use the figure of the Kentucky Senator, that our
friends who are so deeply interested in this matter,will put "sentiment," a glorious sentiment,inboth sides of the scale.such sentiment as is expressedin the New Orleans letter, to which 1
h ive adverted.
Mr. Chairman, I claim no jurisdiction for the

General Government over this subject in the
States. I have only spoken of your internal
affairs, because the debate invited me there. I
do not think any of the Northern States would
alter the Constitution to-day, if they had the
power. To give the Federal Government jurisdictionover the municipal regulations of the
States, would be to throw upon it the responsibility,without conferring the power. The prerogativesof a confederation like ours, would be
ineffectual in internal regulations over a country
so large in extent. The vast influence which this
<_rovemmrnt snouia exerr, Doin at Dome and
abfoad, U only to be effected by a atrict administrationof justice to the full extent of ita deigated
powers, the pro-slavery creed of the gentlemanfrom Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ross.] to the oontrarynotwithstanding. In my opinion, the partitionline of jurisdiction between the Federal and
State Governments was most judiciously drawn.

But, sir, I pans to a subject to which I have alreadyincidentally alluded.I mean the too well
concerted plan, put in operation by an extensive
correspondence throughout the Srates, to concoct
some " compromise" measure.some magic 1' adjustment".thatshall finally extinguish the last
hope of personal liberty to the poor slave, while,if carried out in principle, it would crush the
spirit of civil liberty throughout the world.

Sir, we have many men in public and privatelife, great in talents, grout in experience, great in
the councils of the nation, enjoying a large share
of public confidence, who believe, or assume to believe,that the public mind has broken away from
the proper restraints of order and propriety^ led
astray by the wild vagaries of a spirit delusive in
its character and pernicioue in ita consequences ,and that it is their high mission to hush to reposethe spirit of agitation that now pervades the whole
country. With ell due respect to the opinions of
these our distinguished countrymen, allow me to
say. that I believe they are thetnselvee the deludedones.that they are destined soon to see
their hop's piss .w like the early cloud and the
morning dew. Sir, if (Ley sucoeml in passing n
law that public opinion shall ^Pirrested in its
triumphal oarer, it will have just about an ranch
effect aa the astronomical decree of the anoiente,that the earth sbonld not more around the sun
Should thia Congress finally fall into eo grow an
absurdity, there would arise a host of Free-Soilers.Whigsand Democrats.who would, like
Galileo, stamp their feet and cry, "Still itmoreeP
Nay, sir, these men might go so far as to dissolve
the Union, if it were possible, to accomplish their
purpose but they will utterly foil. They oannot
" compass " it. The progreee of truth is not Impededby geographies! lines, neither is it con
trolled by political jurisdiction, any more then is
stmospherio pressure It seems to me thai the
risen of politicians who feel so oonfldent of the
wnsnmmation of their wishes, do not comprehend
ihe diversified yel concurrent agencies thai are
bow at work Look, sir, at the mighty power of
the press. Probably twelve or fifteen hundred of
Jtoee engines of agitation are now Is operation in
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th«M Htatea, some of them striking off twelvethousand sheeta per hoor, furnishing new suggestionsand materials of thought for the millionRailroads, steamboats, and lightning telegraphs,are running In every direction, regenerating andassimilating the varied character of our peopleThe time is not far distant when these subtleagencies will cover the whole globe with a completenetwork of sympathy, eo that a greattruth uttered in America will instantaneouslyheard in Europe, Asia, and Africa. Sir, we areon the eve of a mighty moral revolution. Tothink of resisting the march of mind and theprogess of freedom, is aa idle as it would be to undertaketo drive back the thundering cataractof Niagara, to reverse the laws of gravitation, orto smother the fires of Mount Vesuvius with a
game y«i. no, sir, no! i he sublime truthsproclaimed by a Garrison in the streets of Bostonwith a halter around his neck by a Birneywhen his press was thrown into the Ohio, by'a Lorejoy. when he fell a martyr to the freedomof the press, hare romtninghd in a Current ofReform which is rolling on as resistless as thatof the great Father ot Waters.

But, sir, the owner of that submerged presshad sn associate who shared with him the trialsof his darkest hour. Where is he now ? Drivenfrom the field by the opposition to which his
early sufferings fbr Troth's take exposed himl
No, sir, no! Behold him hers in your verymidst.in this, the veiy citadel of your power.planting the batteries of truth anew, and more
firmly and skillfully than before.

Behold him in the unpretending man, yet heroiceditor of the National Era, (Dr. Bailey,) with
its list swollen, iu three and a half years, to more

thousand, and yet tending upwards
still. Behold Lim, as he stands unscathed by H

mob, who knew not what they were doing, in all
the moral dignity and force of his character, diepensinglight and truth in all directions.southwardns well as northward.not the borrowed
light of some lnnar planet, but light original,clear, and penetrating! Behold him at this veryhour, on the point of & prouder achievement
still.on the ere of driving Error from her daikenedrecesses into open day, and into open conflictwith Truth, in the arena of public discuseion
with an able rival press!*.sn advent which, in
all frankness. 1st roe say, I shall hail with unsf|fectedjoy. How truthfully may be applied the
oft-quoted sentiment of Bryant, (himself one of
the battlers in the noble sphere of Free-Soil
Truth,) which teachws that Truth crushed to
eartn shall rise again, while Error writhes in
endless pain and hopeless prostration.

But, Mr. Chairman, while we mention the
names of these mental heroes and moral patriots,
we osnnot forget the great pioneer champion of
the Right of Petition.John Quincy Adams. Sir,
I btlieve his Presidential Administration stands
fair; but you may add to it the fame of Napoleon,
and the diadem of the Cwtars, and, when comparedwith his Congressional career, it dwindles

f into rnMgtii'ficanoe The former was an adminia- *

trution of existlrg public sentiment.the latter an
»M v#^ovpn en t. j nd ing in 4^Jprion#h
b r <Je«^ .^m, »n h* half of t^e pec^M. ft* ueeda
no monument of brass, nor of atone, to perpetuate
hia memory. His name is written among the
stars of the Confederacy, and indelibly recorded
upon the hiatory of our country: and it will he
written hereafter on the hearts of an improved and
appreciating posterity. His mantle has not fallen
upon any one of your mere trading politicians,but to the hands of the people it has been returned.theywhose right it is to rule, and who will
yet find a successor worthy to wear it.

I have thus, Mr. Chairman, endeavored to follow,to some extent, this debate, which has taken
so wide a range, ou the interesting question before
the committee.the admission of California, as a

sovereign State, into the Union. In doing so, it
has been my object to express the honest convictionsof my own mind, with a proper respect to
the opinions of others. I am aware that some maythink that so humble an individual as myself has
been too presuming in thus dissenting from, and
in some instances attempting to refute, opinions
expressed by leading men, some of whom have
long exerted an extensive influence over the af1fairs of Stste. But I trust they will bear with
me, when they call to mind that what I Lave said
haa been spoken in self-defence.in vindication of
sentiments with which I am proud to be associated,and which have been attacked and denounced
as if really at war with the true interests of the
country.
And now, air, before I close, let me brttty

appeal more especially to those members of Congresswho represent the Northwest. I wiabt to say
to them, that I consider this a great struggle betweenLabor and Capital. between Aristocracy
and Democracy. between Despotism and Freejdum. The strength of the two parties, in this
great contest is to be tested on the Questions of
receiving California into ibe Union, and organizinganch Governments in the Territories of New
Mexico and Utah as will protect all the citizens
thereof. The Northwest expects every roan that
she claims on this floor, in the decision of this
momentous question, to do his duty. With nothingless will she be content.

Sir, if any one of us had doubts in regard to his
duty on this subject, it would seem tbst they
might be easily removed by calling to mind the
associations of home, where we share so largely
in the bounties of Haven. Let me remind gentlemen,who represent the people living under the
Jeffereonian Ordinance of 17S7, of the great pra|iries and rivers of the Northwest. the former
spread out in such beauty of adornment and profusionof fruitage. the latter dotted with hundredsof commerce-bearing steamers . and a»k
them if they can throw their influence on the side
of thriftless slavery ! Forbid it, Heaven ! We,
above all meD, know the value of freedom. Let
us see to it, that our votes do not aid to deprive
others of its inestimable blessings. Let us rememberwhat''free labor''has done for us, and
Bee that we degrade it not by contact with slavery
elsewhere. Shall we, as stewards of the People,
"compromise" away the rights of our Pacific
brethren, or refuse to pass laws to protect them,
when it is the avowed purpose of others to tramplethem under foot.and that, too, in territories
the known rights of whose conquered citiz ns
were especially trusted to our plighted care?
God forbid ! Before 1 would do so vile an act, I
would suffer all the tortures that the most depravedmind could invent.

Important consequences, my associates, hang
on the decision of the hour.n -t only to the cause
of personal freedom in our own beloved country,
but the cause of civil liberty on the other side of
the Atlantio. If we meet the crisis manfully and
unitedly, we shall triumph speedily, and secure
the grateful thanks of our constituents and of our

country. Hut, if we fuller now, we shall Ttchiy
deserve the execrations of mankind.

Mr. Chairman, let me say, in conclusion, that
Providence seems to have opened to us a rare field
for the acquisition of true national greatness. If
we properly appreciate and enter at once on the
fulfilment of the manifest destiny of this Republic,we shall become the emancipators of not only
our own enslaved countrymen, but the Liberators
of the World. We shall present an asylum indeedfor the oppressed of all nations, instead of a

prison-house for the innocent aDd unoffending.
Let us. theD, he just nnd generous to California,to Utah, to New Mexico.to all who need

our aid. A prompt and enlightened policy on oar

part would promote the disenthralment and elevationof Mexico, Central and South Am<Tica.
and even the Islands of the Sea, until we should
finally meet nnd fraternally embrace our British
brethren on the Eaetern Continent, nnd thus assistto encircle the whole globe with the AngloSaxonrace, speaking one language for the expressionof common wants and wishes, and for the
proclamation of a common and a glorious aim.

* The paper here allndrl to, The Southern Preii hae
since appenrvd, under the editorial control of Ellwooa
Flstaer and Kdwerd De Lwn.said to be gentlemen of great
editorial ability.
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